
I have known Dan Warren since I was a teen. Although we did not officially meet, he made quite an impression 
on me when we both played in the Mississauga Symphony Orchestra. Being a bass player at the end of the line I 
witnessed first hand how his sense of humour kept things very lively at the back of the orchestra. He has main-
tained this sense of humour with the KWCO, one that can overcome any obstacle and put tough work into per-
spective. Throughout the last 20 years he has led us in a musical direction of exploring and experiencing the 
wonder of classical orchestral repertoire.  In some concerts he has had to push a little harder and ask us to prac-
tice a little more but in the end we have been thankful for the opportunity to play such great works. On a per-
sonal note Dan is very easy to work with, talk to and is very understanding and compassionate. He is very self 
effacing when you catch by chance that he has visited a past member who is sick at home or in the hospital, 
stays in contact with families once very active, and cares about the people he works with. Thanks to his spirit, 
patience and great sense of humour we have certainly flourished in music and the community.   

Heather Sundin - KWCO President, 2015-2018 

KWCO President’s Message 

Daniel Warren   

20 Years on the Podium with the KWCO 

When I was first given the chance to take the podium of the KWCO 20 years ago, I thought I knew what lay be-
fore me.  Pick some music, wave my arms, turn around and bow… 

It turned out I knew next to nothing of the endless nuance of bow placement, stroke or even the difference in 
sound and character of upbow vs. downbow.  I think the strings in the orchestra at the time were probably 
pretty bewildered as to why on earth I had been chosen to lead. Hopefully, I’ve learned a bit… 

I did have a love for music and my teachers and mentors had instilled in me a respect and reverence for what 
lay in the conductor’s score. I hoped that this would suffice and help me accomplish what I was setting out to 
do with the group.  Of course, I wasn't setting out to do anything.  What ensued and what I continue to be a 
part of is a wonderful relationship with so many beautiful, (non-professional - Hallelujah!) committed, enthusi-
astic people who make music for all of the right reasons.  I just steered the boat musically, while many others 
steered the boat administratively and socially.  My heartfelt thanks goes out to those wonderful people.  

I have learned so much from conducting the KWCO.  Thank you for teaching me, for encouraging me, for help-
ing me to pay for diapers and braces, but mostly for making music with me.  

A few highlights I think about over the years are the fantastic dinner concerts, the infamous last minute pianist 
replacement for the Beethoven 2nd concerto, Nancy Norman and the kayak(!), wonderful soloists (Caroline, 
our pet soprano and Ginny in Austria!) and wonderful sightseeing and concerts in the Czech Republic, Austria, 
Holland, Belgium, England and Wales. But really, where did most highlights occur?  Tuesday night 7:30-10:00.                    

Dan Warren - KWCO Conductor and Music Director, 1998 - 2018     
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1998 to 2018 - 20 Seasons of Daniel Warren 

In 1998, the KWCO found themselves in need of a new conductor.   Daniel Warren, a KWS 
trumpeter and up-and-coming conductor was chosen to lead the orchestra. It was the be-
ginning of a journey together, with plenty of surprises and changes to come. 

With Daniel at the helm, the orchestra began to tackle more challenging music; as Dan 
brought in  professional soloists from the KWS and from his personal and professional 
contacts, the audience began to grow, and the level of professionality of the orchestra 
continued to rise.  The KWCO, (to this day) a community orchestra that doesn’t require 
auditions, began to sound more like an experienced orchestra,  because of Dan’s leadership, understanding and 
encouragement. 

Wonderful changes were in store!  The KWCO, at Dan’s suggestion, presented our first “Viennafest” concert 
with acclaimed Canadian Tenor James  McLean (Godfather to Dan’s two children!) and Soprano Caroline Déry 
as soloists at the Concordia Club in  2010, and it was a smashing success!  Now, every two years, we present a 
dinner and concert that has become our main fundraising event.  In 2008, Dan arranged for an exchange concert 
series with the Cambridge Community Orchestra.  In 2012, more community engagement - a joint effort with 
the KW Kiwanis Festival, to showcase young local soloists, winners of the Kiwanis Festival’s Concerto Competi-

tions.  We featured 5 young pianists, all under age 14, who took our breath away!  We 
have since featured string players and wind players, all of whom have confirmed that 
classical music is still alive and well in our community, and that we have a deep well of 
talent in the KW Region. 

Over the years, we have been able to tap into that vast well of local professional talent 
- from James Mason, veteran KWS oboeist; Jerzy Kaplanek, Peter Carter, violin virtuo-
sos;  to younger musicians such as pianist extraordinaire Heidi Wall, violinists Lance 
Ouellette and Marcus Scholtes, percussionist Brennan Connolly, bassoonist Ian Hop-
kin, vocalists Jennifer Enns - Modolo and Jennifer-Elisabetta Centrone… the list could 

go on.  Dan has allowed the KWCO to feature fabulous soloists, and every soloist lifts the orchestra to a new 
plane of experience, teaches us new things, every single concert.   

Then, another new idea - trips to Europe!  The first trip to Prague in 2007 began another exciting opportunity for 
the orchestra, to travel and play together in places where music has had a long history. Trips to Vienna and Salz-
burg, Belgium, The Netherlands, England and Wales have showcased the KWCO as members and friends have 
travelled and performed in historically interesting locales.  The next trip is being organized as we speak!   
The KWCO is so thankful to have Daniel Warren as our Music Director and Conductor.  He leads us with seem-
ingly endless patience (we are almost all amateur musicians, after all!) with good humour and limitless encour-
agement for all players.  His leadership and talent to draw out our best performances is the key to our success.   
Congratulations, Dan, on your 20 seasons of leading the KWCO onwards and upwards!  We wish  for many more 
seasons with you as the captain of this ship, leading us to new heights of musical experience!                                   
Suzanne Brokaw, 2nd violin, board member and Newsletter Editor 

June 2008 

Celebrating Dan’s 

10th anniversary 

with the KWCO 

with Ellie Rimmer, 

Orchestra  Presi-

dent 

With Heather Rawlings,    cellist 

and  current Treasurer; a member 

since the orchestra’s inception in 

1980! 

 



 

 

The young trumpeter who played 

with the Georgian Bay Symphony - 

from the 1994 concert poster 

The tale of no soloist…. and a collected conductor…  by Elizabeth Graham 

Herein lies a tale of heroism and the rescue of an orchestra from disaster. 

In 2003, our scheduled soloist was too busy to come from Toronto to rehearse the Beethoven Piano Con-
certo No. 2 with us, but was to come for the last regular rehearsal.  He cancelled that at the last moment 
but promised to come to the Dress Rehearsal on Saturday morning. 

On Saturday morning we assembled.  No soloist.  We rehearsed the Von Suppe, we rehearsed the Dvorak 
Symphony. 11 am came and went.  No soloist.  Finally Dan got a message from the soloist saying he was at 
the airport waiting for a flight to Italy as his father was dying. 

Dan may have panicked inwardly, but at noon after the rehearsal he got on the phone and rang around 
southern Ontario, to find a pianist.  He struck lucky with Ron Greidanus who lived in Brampton and was not 
only available but prepared to play the Beethoven with a few hours notice.  Dan got in his car and drove to 
Brampton to pick up Ron.  There was just time for them to go over the music before the concert. 

The concerto was a great success. 

Afterwards we went to Dianne Houghton's house for a party.  Ron went downstairs and played the Rach 3 
concerto from memory on the upright piano.   

Dan had a well deserved nap .                     - Elizabeth Graham, viola, former board member  and Newsletter Editor 

Editor’s note - a year or two later, Dan invited Ron Greidanus to be our featured soloist, and he performed the            
Rachmoninoff Piano Concerto #3.  THAT, friends, was a   
wonderful concert!  And a bit less… stressful, shall we say?? 

 

From the Oct. 2003 newsletter. 

I first met Dan Warren when he was trumpet soloist 
for a concert with the Georgian Bay Symphony,      
October 29, 1994.   He performed Trumpet Concerto 
in D Major by Telemann.    The conductor was John 
Barnum, and the concert master was Bruce Skel-
ton.  It was an exciting performance!    

Carolyn Pratt, cellist, formerly of the Georgian Bay 
Symphony, and former board member 

Hi Dan, 
Remember “many” 
years ago at the pub (in 
those days we went to 
Duke of Wellington), 
when we first started 
musing about an orches-
tra European trip?  You 
were quite enthusiastic 
about the idea and have 
been “instrumental” in 
making it all happen   
ever since! 
Joanne Clements, 1st violin, 

former board member 

Margaret Metcalfe, viola section leader (and former 
KWS violist) - 

 “In 2015, my body informed me that it was time 
to let go of the strenuous KWS schedule. In a 
state of denial, I had to accept the fact that I had 
"retired". One day, during that summer, at 
about 9am, I got a call from Dan, asking me if I 
would like to join the Community Orchestra as a 
professional section-leader. Holding out the 
phone in disbelief, I asked him when I would 
need to make this decision. He said "by 4 o'clock 
this afternoon" - what?!? Looking back now, I 
think it was likely a good idea to shove such a 
wild deadline at me, and perhaps, not so surpris-
ing either.”               

Editor’s note - Margaret may be the viola section 
leader, but her playing and leadership spill over into 
the whole orchestra.  We are so lucky to have her 
with us!! 
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I started my journey in the music world at about age 7 
with choirs and piano. I continued with those interests 
until I attended a CAMAC music camp much later in my 
life and became interested in playing the cello. So at 
about age 57, I borrowed a cello from a friend and I was 
hooked. My ultimate goal was to play with other instru-
mentalists and with any luck to be in an orchestra.  

By happenchance, sometime around 1999 or 2000, I was 
attending a concert at Hamiton Place and saw Dan War-
ren standing in a doorway to one of the theatres. I intro-
duced myself and told him I had started taking some cello 
lessons. Immediately, with the typical Dan Warren en-
gaging enthusiasm he invited me to come and check out 
the KWCO where he was the conductor. He knew nothing 
of my level of playing ability and I didn’t confess to play-
ing very simple tunes thus far, and he didn’t ask. 

I turned up at a couple of orchestra rehearsals without my 
cello. I knew many musicians would have scoffed at the 
idea that a novice string player would have the audacity 
to crash an orchestra. It was terrifying, but everyone was 
incredibly welcoming and supportive. The KWCO doesn’t 
require auditions, which allows inexperienced players 
such as myself to get right in there and experience the 
magic of orchestral playing.  

Had I not met Dan in Hamilton that day and been encour-
aged by his enthusiasm, my life would not be enriched 
through the magic of making music with a wonderful, 
friendly group of people.   

Thanks Dan for contributing to my musical journey and to 
my enhanced quality of life. 

Ellie Rimmer, Cello, former Orchestra President and active committee member 

I spent ten years in the KWCO, and at every rehearsal I learned something new, mostly about music, but some-
times about other things.  Every rehearsal was worthwhile.  I learned that the music I learned in high school or-
chestra wasn’t the same version that professional orchestras played – what we played in the KWCO was the PRO-
FESSIONAL version!!  I learned lots of tidbits from the anecdotes that Dan often shared.  He was (and IS!) a good 
story teller.  I particularly recall a story about a much admired but very reserved woodwind player who stood up 
after the conductor had given his orchestra some questionable instruction and stammered…”Every m-m-man f-f-
for him-s-s-self!!!” 

One evening, Dan brought Martin Fischer-Dieskau to one of our rehearsals.  For about 20 minutes, we were treat-
ed to a view of the music we were learning from the KW Symphony’s Music Director, and an accomplished violin-
ist.  Memorable!! 
I was impressed with Dan’s home, that he built himself for his family.  Away from the main house he has his own 
practice studio – a nifty little building!  He doesn’t disrupt the family when he practices, and vice versa! 
There are so many good memories.  Having Dan lead the KWCO for 20 years is truly an accomplishment –
Congratulations!  Dan’s the Man!       Arthur Prudham – retired KWCO violinist, Orchestra President and Newsletter Editor 

“When I first arrived to check out the KW Community 
Orchestra, I was encouraged and welcomed in a for-
ward thinking and inclusive way.  Dan was my first con-
nection and was approachable, kind and proactive. I 
was late because of construction around the ARC and 
when I came in, Dan turned around to see what this 
stranger wanted. I said, I’m Elizabeth and I’m here to 
observe tonight.  He said “Did you bring your cel-
lo?  Yes, I replied.  “Then go get it, there’s no observ-
ing”. 

And so there began my journey with the orchestra that 
I’ll never forget. Thank you for allowing me to play and 
making me feel like part of the group right away!” 

Elizabeth Fell, Cellist and board member 

Nancy Norman, 

retired 1st violin and 

former Orchestra 

President, Dan and 

Renate McNab, 1st 

violin and former 

Orchestra President. 

Christmas Party, 

2006 

With the KWCO, 2009 
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“Did you bring your instrument tonight ? (to a new KWCO player, arriving to observe a rehearsal) 
“Then go get it, there’s no observing!”    - Daniel Warren, as he has said to more than one new player 

 

One of the best things about coming to orchestra rehearsal is Dan.  He always has a warm smile and always makes  

everyone feel welcome and relaxed.  And even during rehearsal when things are not going so well, he still maintains 

a demeanor of understanding and patience.  It could be killing him inside, but he doesn’t show it.  That’s because 

Dan understands us…  about what we are and what we are here to do.  In that manner, he gets the most out of us 

as a group. 

I have never met anyone with so many humorous anecdotes.  It’s worth it to come to rehearsal just to hear them!  

In so many ways, Dan is special.  Not just the warm, inviting, humorous conductor, but the genuine, understanding, 

beautiful human being he is.  We could not ask for a better conductor for our group.        

Deb Kraemer—French Horn, former Orchestra President and Treasurer 

 Daniel Warren  and KWCO at  WLU’s Maureen Forrester Hall, June 2008 
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July 2017 - from the 

KWCO Tour of England 

and Wales, performing 

with the Cor Meibion 

Maelgwyn Men’s Choir in 

St. John’s Church in   

Llandudno, Wales 

Even at the 

Christmas 

Party, we 

make music 

together! 

The view from 

the back of the 

2nd violin      

section! 



My point of view is that of a back bencher- someone who has to concentrate every minute on the next note, and 
even then is sometimes at a loss.  For people like me Dan’s patience is critical.  A shouting conductor would just 
freeze my fingers and numb my brain (been there, lived through that.)  Dan sometimes slows things down until 
even I can do it, and then gradually speeds it up.  In the meantime he has a long-suffering attitude to knuckle-
heads like me. Previous conductors weren’t always  as calm as Dan is.  One ran out of a dress rehearsal in tears; 
another expressed their dislike of how the horn section had played in the first half of a concert.  Some of the 
players did not return to the KWCO for months. 

Dan is also quite a raconteur.  He likes telling stories of his own experiences or even stories about famous musi-
cians.  When things are getting tense, a good laugh cuts the tension and we can concentrate again.  He’s good at 
telling stories, and seems to have a fund of them, useful when he senses that we are having a difficult time. 

On orchestra trips, Dan has joined in our ups and downs.  Our two Prague concerts- both standing room only- 
were showcases for Dan and the KWCO.  Performing at Dvorak’s  village church, all blue and gold, was a treat.  
Because Dan was facing inwards towards the orchestra, set up in the chancel, it must have been a real feast for 
his eyes. watching the KWCO in concert black at the centre of all that glory. One of the Austrian concerts, on the 
other hand, looked like it was going to be a fiasco.  We had requested no open air concerts, but when we got to 
our destination the church we thought would be the venue was only big enough for  ten players or so.  We were 
being expected to play under  a canopy in the village square.  Dan was in despair.  It was dribbling rain, and some 
village residents were enjoying conversation and beer beside where we were supposed to play.  But half way 
through the concert, the clouds cleared and there was a lovely sunset, with mountain peaks all around.  From 
despair to the pleasure of happy music. 

Dan has deep roots in the local music world.  He has provided for many soloists and extra players.  His most 
spectacular contact was the time a few years ago when a soloist didn’t show up for any rehearsals. even the 
dress rehearsal!  Dan managed to find another soloist prepared to play the same concerto on only a few hours 
notice.  To the orchestra he appears to have nerves of steel. 

Over the last twenty years I have watched the KWCO under Dan’s baton try new things and succeed.  Dan has 
branched out to other orchestras and has arranged material for many groups.  I hope he always has a soft spot in 
his heart for us, as we have for him.               Vinnie Buchanan, Cello, former board member and committee member 
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The KWCO in Prague—July 2007 

The ConGusto Editor would like to thank all those who made this special edition possible - most importantly, DAN!  To 

members old and new who contributed memories and articles, Elizabeth Graham for her sharp memory and pictures 

from the KWCO Archives; support and proofreading by Rachel Prichard and Heather Sundin;  and a special Thank You  

to all our audience members over the years, who’ve kept the KWCO playing for nearly 40 years.   


