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Tonight’s programme is a tour of great opera by major composers: Bizet, Verdi, Puccini and 
Charpentier.  Their works were frequently performed in their lifetimes.  Since their deaths, 
somewhere in the world every night an audience enjoys the romance and drama of their music. 
 
Part One 
 
Bizet’s most famous opera, Carmen, was considered scandalous in its first performance, but 
the fiery temptress Carmen has always been a favourite of both singers and audiences.  In the 
Overture and Aragonaise (a Spanish folk dance) Carmen’s wild character is clearly revealed.  
Don Jose (Ramirez)) sings “La fleur que tu m’avais jetee” explaining how much the flower 
Carmen threw to him in Act I has meant; but obsessing about it in this aria becomes a turning 
point in his life and the opera. (ActI II) 
 
Verdi’s La Traviata is an opera where the audience knows from the beginning that things will 
not go well but throughout the performance hopes that events will somehow turn out otherwise.  
The consumptive Violetta, (Gennadi), who has left the streets to live with her lover, is 
contemplating how perfect her life could be with Alfredo.  She sings, “Ah, fors e lui…Sempre 
libera” (“O to live in freedom with him”). 
 
Puccini’s opera Manon Lescaut, from which the Orchestra plays the Intermezzo, is a tale of 
tragic love and fidelity.  Puccini condenses the plot which takes place over years in two 
continents while at the same time making tragic doomed love more clear to the audience.  
 
 Puccini’s one act opera Gianni Schicchi includes a song sung by the innocent and loving 
daughter Lauretta (Gennadi) “O mio babbino caro” (“O my dear father”). True to commedia 
dell’arte tradition, Lauretta in her purity doesn’t notice what a scheming old rogue her father is. 
 
Puccini’s opera Turandot involves three riddles. Turandot, having been defeated in the first set, 
commands that no one sleep until she finds out the unknown prince’s name.  Here the Prince 
(Ramirez) gloats over the idea that they can stay up until dawn, “Nessun dorma”, but they will 
never find his name. 
 

Intermission    Dessert      Silent Auction 
 
Part Two 
 
The Prelude to Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel is based on the Grimm brothers’ tale and full 
of folksong themes; this opera belongs in the fairy tale world with happy endings. 
 
 
Verdi’s masterpiece Rigoletto combines a licentious Duke with a loving father and a curse that 
comes true. The Duke (Ramirez) warns early in the opera  “La Donna e mobile” (women are 
fickle). 
 



 

 

Charpentier’s opera, Louise, of working-class life in Paris features two young lovers who at the 
moment of Louise’s aria sung by Natalya Gennadi “Depuis la jour” (Since the day of our 
meeting) are at the peak of their love, where life is perfect. 
  
Puccini’s Le Villi, his first attempt at opera, was entered in a competition.  It combines opera 
and ballet and is a fairy tale, which quality may be heard in this prelude. 
 
Puccini’s opera La Bohème, about the love of a poor poet and a poor seamstress begins with 
the romantic “Che Gelida Manina”  (“What an icy little hand”) as Rodolfo  (Ramirez) first meets 
the consumptive Mimi. She introduces herself with the words “Mi Chiamano Mimi” (My name is 
Mimi).  Later in the same act, Rodolfo sings “O soave fanciulla” (Oh lovely maiden)”.  Their 
songs epitomize the feelings of falling in love. 
 
 Verdi’s opera La Traviata contains one of opera’s most famous drinking songs. “Libiamo”, sung 
by the young Alfredo (Ramirez) to show off for Violetta.  He sings ”Let’s drink for the joyous cup 
that Beauty blossoms”, but  Violetta (Gennadi) responds, “Let’s enjoy ourselves , for fleeting and 
quick is the delight of love ”.  Could this be a synopsis of all opera? 


